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Aiken County Council members look to 2006
By BEN BAUGH

Staff writer

Aiken County Council will 
be facing a number of serious 
issues during the forthcoming 
year. County Council members 
gave their thoughts on what 
might be some of the hot topics 
of interest in 2006.

Willar Hightower
“I think the big issue in 

2006 will be the proposed 
property 
tax reform 
legislation. 
This tax will 
be based on 
the value of 
a person’s 
real property 
value and will 
be a travesty 

against poor people.”

LaWana McKenzie
“I think the county will 

have to strive toward having 
a land use plan in place, and 

of course the 
budget. The 
implementa-
tion of the 
monies from 
the new local 
one cent 
option sales 
tax, and com-
pleting those 
projects that 

are funded by the sales tax 
in a timely fashion. Council 
will have to do its best to help 
see to and provide the highest 
quality of law enforcement 
and judicial services.”

Chuck Smith
“There are a number of 

issues that are going to be 
important during this next 
year. One issue that’s of pri-
mary importance is the growth 

of the county, 
and continu-
ing to make 
sure that we 
continue to 
move for-
ward. We 
have to make 
sure that we 
manage the 

growth, and that it’s the kind 
of growth we want in the 
next 15 years, and to balance 
those services, and to not keep 
going to the well for taxes. 
We’ll have to balance those 
services and the forthcoming 
growth with the money avail-
able. Property tax reform is 
also an important issue, and 
the burden will have to shift 
to some other mechanism like 
a sales tax, property tax and 
other forms of taxation. It will 
be a challenge to local gov-
ernment. And for us to contin-
ue to provide quality services, 
and not burden the taxpayers, 
we have to create an environ-
ment conducive to attracting 
industry, create quality jobs, 
and have good infrastructure 
in place.”

Scott Singer
“The implementation of the 

strategic plan and the basic 
elements in 
it. We have 
to have a 
proper land 
management 
ordinance 
in place. 
The longer 
we wait, the 
deeper the 
hole we dig. 

There are a lot of issues that 
we have to look at.” 

Ronnie Young
“There’s a great need to 

look at the different infra-

structure 
needs within 
the county. 
An imple-
mentation of 
some pro-
grams from 
Together 
Aiken Coun-
ty needs to 

be addressed, and a need for 
additional economic devel-
opment to create jobs. The 
county has to be proactive to 
help improve the area’s qual-
ity of life. We need to pro-
mote public safety and try to 
adequately fund and improve 
roads.”

Kathy Rawls
“Reassessment will be a 

challenge in the forthcoming 
year. It will be mandated by 

state law, and 
we won’t be 
left much 
of a choice. 
It’s also the 
beginning 
of the new 
local one 
cent option 
sales tax, and 
a number 

of the projects concerning 
roads are a big issue with me. 
E.M.S., and the Infrastructure 
Subcommittee are also very 
important. A sewer line from 
I-20 to Hwy. 39, is critical 
for my Council district. The 
regional park for recreation is 
another issue from the local 
sales tax.”

Eddie Butler
“Our land use plan that 

we’re waiting on from the 
planning department will be 
a critical issue. The overlay 
district is another issue. The 
county also has to explore 
ways to increase economic 

development. 
We’re also 
in the phase 
of wrapping 
up one of the 
local option 
sales tax 
phases and 
entering the 
new sales tax 

projects. Elections and the 
Hydrogen Research Lab are 
other points of interest.” 

Gary Bunker
“The budget is always a 

primary concern. The Animal 
Control Ordi-
nance will 
also be very 
interesting, 
and we’ll have 
to see what 
comes out of 
that commit-
tee, and what 
the ordinance 
will eventually 

look like. In the end we could 
do all of the pontificating and 
predicting we want, but we 
can’t forecast what the big 
issue will be as TIF was this 
year.” 

Charles Barton
“I’d like to see the 

Graniteville Disaster Relief 
Fund issue 
resolved. I’d 
like to see 
us get some 
type of land 
management 
ordinance in 
place. The 
Animal Con-
trol Advisory 
Committee 

will also play an important 
role to help us define what’s 
considered a vicious dog.”

Contact Ben Baugh at 
bbaugh@aikenstandard.com.

Spending Christmas with family ... kinda

By ROB NOVIT
Senior writer

Michelle Kendricks got up 
early Sunday morning, in plen-
ty of time to arrive at Waffle 
House on Richland Avenue for 
her seven-hour shift as a greeter 
that began at 7 a.m.

Christmas brought an almost 
surreal quiet to much of Aiken, 
but not at Waffle House, where 
people arrived continuously 
throughout the morning. 

They kept the hostesses, 
waitresses and cooks busy, but 
none of them seemed to mind, 
smiling cheerfully at their cus-
tomers.

“Actually, it’s been a pretty 
fun day,” said Michelle, 24, an 
employee of seven months. “It’s 
mostly the Christmas spirit and 
the Christmas music playing.”

It helped too that her mom 
and aunt were just a few feet 
away behind the counter. 
They’re Waffle House veterans, 
having managed stores in Ten-
nessee. But they’re mainstays 
at the Richland Avenue loca-
tion. Michelle’s mother, Reba 
Mason, has worked there for 
22 years. Reba’s sister, Barbara 
Roe, has worked as a cook at 
the restaurant for “only” 12 
years.

“It’s great to be here with my 
mom and aunt,” said Michelle. 
“I usually get to work on the 
same shift with them.”

 Reba said her daughter prac-
tically grew up at the Waffle 
House and about eight years 
ago worked there part-time.

“I’ve got two other sisters in 
Tennessee who work for Waffle 
House,” said Reba. “I enjoy the 
work and the people. It’s good 
to have my daughter here now, 
and it was a natural thing for 
her. But all of us are like family 
here.”

Another hostess/waitress, 
Barbara Rebelo, has worked at 
the restaurant for 13 years. So 
does her stepdaughter, Jennifer 
Rebelo.

“All of us have worked 
together for so long,” said Bar-

bara. “Michelle’s mom is my 
best friend.”

 Barbara met Jennifer’s dad 
John at Waffle House, and he 
would stop by and drink coffee 
and chat. Romance later blos-
somed and they got married last 
April.

The family connections con-
tinue. One of the cooks, Jordan 
Gilpin, is the son of district 
manager Angie Chitty. His dad, 
Robert Chitty, is the mainte-
nance man.

Leah Alsept has worked at 
the Richland Avenue site with 
her mother, Irene Stark, off and 
on since 1987. Leah’s daughter, 
Crystal Foster, 16, just started 
working at the restaurant part-
time earlier this month.

Irene, full of ready and often 
vivid conversation, is well-
known to many Waffle House 
regulars. So is Leah the quieter 
family member?

“Not in this lifetime,” she 
said. “We’re both outspoken. 
It’s been really nice working 

with my mom and working on 
Christmas Day is fine, as all our 
friends are coming to see us.”

Following her shift, Michelle 
planned to stop by her house 
for some dishes and other items 
and take them to her mom’s 
house for a family dinner. And 

who was going to do the wait-
tressing?

“I guess my mom will,” 
Michelle said with a laugh. 
“Actually, she’s going to do the 
cooking and I’ll help out.”

Contact Rob Novit at 
rnovit@aikenstandard.com.
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By BEN BAUGH
Staff writer

You might say Mike Keogh 
was literally born into thorough-
bred racing. 

“I was born in Epsom, where 
they run the English Derby,” 
said Keogh. “My father was a 
horseman and tried to dissuade 
me from becoming involved 
with the game. I exercised my 
first horse when I was 11 years 
old.”

A five-year career as a jump 
jockey, Keogh rode over fences 
until the age of 20, before emi-
grating to Canada.

“When I first came to Canada, 
I worked for J.C. Meyer, who 
was one of the more successful 
trainers in North America.”

It was while working for 
Kinghaven Farm, Keogh had 
the chance to gallop the 1981 
Two-Year-Old Champion in the 
U.S. and Canada, and Horse 
of the Year in Canada, Deputy 
Minister for John Tammaro, and 
would stay on with the legend-
ary operation as the traveling 
assistant trainer when Roger 
Attfield took the reins. He would 
eventually succeed David Bell 
as Kinghaven’s primary assistant 
trainer, and had the opportunity 
to work with consecutive Cana-
dian Triple Crown winners, With 
Approval in 1989 and Izvestia 
in 1990. 

Keogh would venture out on 
his own in the summer of 1993, 
succeeding George Bankuti as 
the private trainer for Gustav 
Shickedanz. Keogh was the 
conditioner of the 1999 Queens 
Plate winner Woodcarver and 
2003 Canadian Triple Crown 
winner Wando. Woodcarver’s 
win over a field of 16 entries in 
the Queens Plate, the first leg of 
the Canadian triple Crown was 
very special for Keogh.

“I won the race on my moth-
er’s birthday, and she passed 
away the following year from 
cancer,” said Keogh. “I won 
the Nearctic the same day with 
Clever Response.”

It was while in Buddy Raines 
old barn in Aiken, Keogh would 
condition Langfuhr, a son of 
the legendary sire Danzig, who 
would go onto win three grade 
one races and the Sovereign 
Award as Canada’s top Sprinter 
in 1996. Langfuhr, won the 
Vosburgh, Metropolitan Mile 
and Carter Handicap, en route to 
earning $698,574. 

“Under high weight, Langfuhr 
ran the second fastest Metropoli-
tan Mile at that time (1997),” 
said Keogh.

He would also condition the 
1997 Sovereign Award winning 
Sprinter Glanmire. But winning 
the 2003 Triple Crown with 
Wando, a son of Langfuhr, an 
eight time stakes winner and 
an Aiken trainee, is indescrib-
able for Keogh. Wando earned 
$2,563,038.

“It’s hard to explain in words,” 
said Keogh. “Winning the Triple 
Crown isn’t an easy task to 
accomplish. The last leg is a race 
on the grass at a mile and a-half. 
You never really know if you’re 
going to get the trip.”

Keogh also trained Mobil, 
another champion and a recently 
retired son of Langfuhr, who 
earned $1,877,136 and stakes 
winners, Six Sexy Sisters, a full 
sister to Wando and Hour of 
Justice, a daughter of the 1996 
Sprint Champion Lit De Jus-
tice for the powerful Stronach 
Stables.

“Hour of Justice was the sec-
ond best filly I’ve ever trained,” 
said Keogh. 

Keogh has been based at Palm 
Meadows in Boynton Beach, 
Fla., the past two years. 

“I’ve been far more successful 
wintering in Aiken,” said Keogh. 
“I’ve had a Met Mile winner, 
two Queens Plate winners and a 
Triple Crown winner.”

Keogh has 42 horses in his 
charge, and the conditioner trains 
for a number of owners.

“Most of my owners are 
breeders, and I’m fortunate to 
have a number of good two-
year-olds,” said Keogh. 

Staff photo by Ben Baugh 

Trainer Mike Keogh has conditioned a number of prominent horses 
during his career, including the 2003 Canadian Triple Crown winner 
Wando.

Horse trainer finds  
success in many areas

Staff photos by Rob Novit

Here’s a Waffle House family connection on Christmas day. Michelle Hendricks, left, worked the 
morning shift with her mother, Reba Mason, center, and aunt, Barbara Roe.

Waffle House staffer Michelle Hendricks shows off the Christmas 
tree, decorated with real mini-waffles.

Three family members work the holiday at Waffle House together
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