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Red Cross sale 
should be watched

Let’s all watch what the 
city approves for Red Cross 
property to see if this parcel 
will be sacrificed and cut up 
for more new housing that 
is totally out of character 
like the five new boxes on 
Park Avenue so that a devel-
oper can make big bucks 
and laugh all the way to the 
bank. The city makes it dif-
ficult for business owners to 
make small changes to their 
downtown building yet they 
approve large scale projects 
that spoil the character of 
downtown and increase den-
sity in a negative way. It’s not 
the Aiken that I once loved 
and was proud of.

Sending taxes out of 
state is power abuse

It is a clear abuse of power 
for the Aiken City Council to 
confiscate my tax money and 
use it to conduct “charitable” 
acts in another state. It may 
make the City Council mem-
bers feel good to send our 
resources to Katrina victims, 
but wouldn’t it be more chari-
table if they actually sacri-
ficed their own money instead 
of mine? If the City has so 
much excess tax revenue, I 
will gladly accept a refund.

Board member was 
rude to teacher

I viewed the video clip on 
aikentoday.com about Tues-
day’s School Board meeting 
and I must say I was appalled! 
Mr. Jack Hunter was extreme-
ly rude and unprofessional 
to Jackson Middle School 
teacher Mrs. Andrea Minolfo. 
She deserves an apology for 
the way he yelled at her. I will 
never vote for him again! His 
behavior was totally unaccept-
able!

Call our Talkback hot-
line at (803) 644-2384 
and leave your mes-
sage, or e-mail it to us at 
editorial@aikenstandard. 
com. Readers’ names are not 
necessary to make a comment 
and will not be published in 
the newspaper. Comments 
should be brief and to the 
point, and the Aiken Standard 
reserves the right to edit for 
space and content.

TALKBACK
803-644-2384     

e-mail: editorial@aikenstandard.com

S.C. LOTTERY
Monday’s winning numbers:
Pick 3 Midday: 7-4-3
Pick 4 Midday: 9-6-1-4
Pick 3 Evening: 9-1-9
Pick 4 Evening: 1-4-7-8
Palmetto Cash 5: 26-7-16-5-35, 
    multiplier: 3

GEORGIA LOTTERY
Monday’s winning numbers:
Cash 3 Midday: 6-5-1
Cash 4 Midday: 3-5-7-8
Cash 3 Evening: 3-6-7
Cash 4 Evening: 2-2-6-2
Fantasy 5: 5-12-23-35-36

CITY OF CHARACTER
Aiken’s character trait for the month 
of March is Tolerance.

LOCAL NEWS | 3A

4 Need some vacation ideas?
Coming soon in Living on the Go!

Coming soon
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Aiken County Council will 
meet tonight to discuss the 
second reading of the pro-
posed ordinance to prohibit 
through trucks on Powder-
house Road between Whiskey 
Road and East Pine Log Road. 
An item in Monday’s paper 
reflected that the proposed 
ordinance was to prohibit 
through trucks on Powder-
house Road, Whiskey Road 
and East Pine Log Road

The Aiken Standard regrets 
this error.

CORRECTION

If you see an error of fact in the 
newspaper, please point it out 
to us so we can set the record 
straight.

Call Mike Gibbons at 644-2381 
or Jeff Wallace at 644-2400 
to report problems or e-mail to 
editorial@aikenstandard.com.

County turns to technology for convenience 
By BEN BAUGH

Staff writer

Aiken County is doing its 
part to make things more conve-
nient and easier for its citizens 
through a number of innovative 
programs.

Aiken County property own-
ers have been taking advantage 
of the opportunity to pay vehicle 
and property taxes online in 
a secure manner by using the 
County’s eGov Services Center.

A total of 4,300 payments 
have been made online since 
November 2004, amounting to 
more than $758,000, said Linda 
Sharpe, Aiken County treasurer.

“I think we’ll see more 
payments made online in the 
future,” said Sharpe. “We saw 
an increase in 2005, and there 
seems to be more interest in 
paying taxes online. There have 

been very few problems with the 
system. The features are very 
user-friendly. This has helped us 
keep pace with the population 
growth.”

Aiken County is charging a 
convenience fee of 2.5 percent 
for payments that are made 
online due to credit card pro-
cessing fees and other costs, said 
Johnny Walton, Aiken County 
director of information technol-
ogy. According to the website, 
payments for delinquent taxes 
must be made directly to the 
Delinquent Tax Collectors 
Office and must be made by 
cash, cashier’s check or money 
order.

“We’re trying to provide a 
24-hour, seven-day-a-week ser-
vice,” said Walton. “We’re look-
ing at ways to reduce the fees. 
Counties are always looking for 
ways to provide additional infor-

mation on the web.” 
Another system may be 

in place in the near future to 
improve the agenda process and 
existing workflow. The item will 
receive consideration during the 
forthcoming budget process.

The County’s Information 
Technology Department intro-
duced a three-phase plan as a 
way of improving the agenda 

process and reducing paper and 
reproduction costs, during a 
Council Administrative meeting 
in February. 

The three phases that would 
help improve the agenda man-
agement system include the 
production of an electronic ver-
sion of the agenda (including a 
backup) and distribution of that 
version, the use of workflow and 
imaging to track the creation of 
the agenda items and organiza-
tion of the agenda, and the elim-
ination of printing of the agenda 
by providing Council with the 
means of viewing and annotat-
ing the agenda, said Walton.

The software for the agenda 
management system will cost 
between $30,000 and $50,000, 
said Walton.

“We’re trying to help the 
departments improve the way 
they do business to make things 

easier for our citizens,” said 
Walton. 

According to Walton and 
Shirley Aschen, the County’s 
automation manager, the man-
agement system would help 
automate and improve the effi-
ciency of the existing manual 
agenda process.

Among the benefits that may 
be derived from an automated 
management system, in addi-
tion to agenda creation, work-
flow, approval and publishing 
processes, include the reduc-
tion of paper and distribution 
costs, decreased workload and 
increased productivity, improved 
customer service by providing 
the public with an easy-to-navi-
gate agenda and the creation of 
a collaborative work environ-
ment, which will enable the 
departments to create items for 
upcoming meetings. 

What do you think?
4 Do you think pay-
ing for property taxes 
online, along with agenda 
management for County 
Council, are the way to 
go for Aiken County?
4 Write to Opinions, 
Aiken Standard, Box 456, 
Aiken, S.C. 29802 or e-mail 
editorial@aikenstandard.com

Ohio natives choose Aiken 
to train horses in winter

By BEN BAUGH
Staff writer

A lifetime love of horses 
has enabled thoroughbred 
trainer Anne Mitchell to suc-
ceed in a game that’s full of 
adversity and pitfalls.

The Cincinnati native cut 
her teeth at River Downs and 
has plied her trade at a number 
of racetracks in the Midwest.

Mitchell’s husband, Bill 
Pezzano, was conditioning 
a string of horses at Thistle-
down in North Randall, Ohio, 
when they met. Anne was 
shipping a horse to race at 
Thistledown, and a mutual 
friend introduced the two thor-
oughbred trainers.

“It’s important that a busy 
trainer has a good spouse,” 
said Mitchell. “My husband is 
my Rock of Gibraltar.”

The couple live a demand-
ing lifestyle that’s endemic 
to the racetrack and the thor-
oughbred industry.

“When you’re a thorough-
bred trainer, it isn’t like run-

ning a law office or having a 
9-5 job,” said Mitchell. “Bill 
and I consider ourselves full-
time, stay-at-home parents; 
we have nine horses, four cats 
and a dog.”

In addition to their success 
at River Downs and Thistle-
down, Mitchell and Pezzano’s 
Handasyde Stable, Inc., has 
seen its charges succeed at 
Mountaineer Park, Arlington 
Park and Prairie Meadows. 

“I’m fortunate to have good 
owners,” said Mitchell, who 
won the fifth trial Saturday 
with Marialua for owner 
Helen Andrews Twin Hopes 
Farm. “She (Helen Andrews) 
has a large breeding operation, 
and consigns her horses with 
Viking Stud, Pam Littrell, 
agent. I recognize the time 
and effort she puts into her 
business. She lives and dies 
with these horses. None of 
this would be possible without 
the help of owners like Helen 
Andrews.”

Mitchell and Andrews have 
had success previously, with 

a filly that had spent time in 
Aiken, a daughter of the 1995 
Canadian Horse of the Year, 
multiple grade 1 winning mil-
lionaire Peaks and Valleys, 
Panorama Valley captured the 
Silver Maiden Stakes and the 
Prairie Gold Lassie Stakes. 

“Our first stakes winner 
was a homebred for Helen 
Andrews, and it was our hope 
that it would be a homebred,” 
said Mitchell. “She won stakes 
at Arlington Park and Prairie 
Meadows.”

Panorama Valley has been 
retired from racing and 
dropped her first foal, a filly, 
on March 1, who is by Honour 
and Glory. She has been bred 
back to Forest Camp.

The couple will soon make 
their return to Altoona, Iowa, 
the home of Prairie Meadows 
Racetrack.

“Prairie Meadows is a great 
facility,” said Mitchell. “It’s 
very clean and there’s no pol-
lution in Iowa. Every time 
we scope a horse, it comes up 
clean.”

By BEN BAUGH
Staff writer

BEECH ISLAND — The 
Aiken County Council Building 
committee held a special meet-
ing Monday night to discuss 
the six proposals they received 
regarding the building of the new 
county complex.

Preliminary discussions cen-
tered on the first phase of the 
project. The six development 
companies that have bid on the 
project include Kahn Develop-
ment Company, H.G. Reynolds 
Co., Inc., Moore and Associates, 
Forum Municipal Development 
Services of the Carolinas, LLC, 
J.E. Stewart Builders, Inc., and 
Fine/Deering Development 
Group.

Among the items addressed in 
the proposals were previous proj-
ects that had been completed by 
the development companies that 
may be similar in scope to the 
new County Complex, site selec-
tion, a time line for the project, 
a building concept, prospective 

costs and possible lease terms.
The committee will go through 

an interview process with the 
development companies, and 
will submit a list of questions 
and provide a decision matrix as 
a weighting mechanism, as part 
of the planning process during 
phase one of the project.

“What we need is a more 
refined proposal, a needs analy-
sis and conceptual plan to define 
what the next step is,” said Gary 
Bunker, Aiken County council-
man. 

The planning process for 
phase one may take between 
six and nine months, said Clay 
Killian, County administrator.

A campus concept for the 
county complex was discussed 
by the committee.

“The first thing we need to 
consider is customer service,” 
said Chuck Smith, Aiken County 
councilman. “The complex has 
to be convenient to meet the 
needs of the customer, be cen-
trally located and easily acces-
sible.”

By BILL BENGTSON
North Augusta bureau

NORTH AUGUSTA — A 
major roadblock has been offi-
cially cleared from the path for 
construction of North Augusta’s 
municipal building. 

North Augusta City Council, in 
a brief meeting Monday evening, 
gave unanimous approval to hir-
ing M.B. Kahn Construction as 
the builder of the future seat of 
local government, with plans for 
the building to take shape over 
the next two years, near the west-
ernmost point of Georgia Avenue.

The vote took place after 
a brief statement from local 
resident Bill Griffin, who asked 
Council members to “vote the 
way your heart is,” in terms 
of choosing a builder. Council 
members had held a study ses-
sion March 13, and discussed 
whether they should opt for 
Kahn, a massive, Columbia-
based firm with major contracts 
around the state; or R.D. Brown 
Contractors, a much smaller firm 

from North Augusta, with several 
of North Augusta’s landmarks to 
its credit.

Some comments expressed 
a preference for the local firm, 
except for the fact that M.B. 
Kahn’s bid was $230,884 lower. 

Mayor Lark Jones described 
Brown as “a local contractor with 
a tremendous reputation.” 

Jones also directed a few com-
ments to Mike Satterwhite, M.B. 
Kahn’s executive vice-president, 
who attended Monday’s meeting. 
“Everybody on this Council was 
probably looking for a good rea-
son to give them the award. We 
probably were leaning in their 
direction from the get-go. At least 
I would say I was,” he said.

“Mr. Griffin has asked us to 
vote with our hearts, but we also 
have to vote with our heads and 
our pocketbook, and in the end, I 
think the financial proposal that 
you presented was just so advan-
tageous to the City we felt com-
pelled – at least I did – to award 
the contract to M.B. Kahn. Your 
reputation is excellent.”

County addresses 
building projects

N. Augusta agrees on 
Columbia contractor

Staff photo by Ben Baugh

Twin Hopes Farm’s Helen Andrews the owner of Marialua, who won the fifth race on the Aiken Trials 
card with Anne Mitchell who trains the horse.


